The Makol Ariik Foundation Fellowship Entrance Examination (MAFFEE)

2008 – 2009 Academic Year

This exam has three sections: vocabulary, sentence structure, and comprehension. Prospective candidates who may take this exam are expected to have a significant level of comfort in both reading and written English language. The program determines candidate’s future potential of making a sound progress while doing post-graduate studies, through this examination. To complete 30 questions, all of which are multiple choices, you are given 70 minutes, or 1 hour and 10 minutes. Carefully read and understand the question before answering it. NO BOOKS OR SCHOLASTIC MATERIALS ALLOWED IN THE EXAM ROOM!
Section 1
Vocabulary

This sections tests your ability to contextually use words or vocabularies that best fit the sentence. There are 10 questions for you to answer in this section, with each question allotted 2 minutes (20 min. total). 
1. Penicillin can have an ___ effect on a person who is allergic to it.

(a) Anxious
(b) adverse
(c) awkward
(d) intruding
2. Rationing is a system for ___ scarce resources.
(a) Appraising 

(b) adapting

(c) allotting 
(d) increasing 
3. Scholarships allow some students from less ____ families to attend a university.
(a) Affluent
(b)
amiable

(c) intelligent

(d) irritable 
4. Many floors ___ in the spring.

(a) Blend
(b) bloom
(c) brace
(d) germinate 
5. Students who study very hard are likely to ___ their degrees.
(a) Adept
(b) apply
(c) under value

(d) attain
6. Salt can be used to keep meat from ___. 
(a) Decaying
(b) freezing
(c) spoiling
(d) stalling 


7. Because a system of recording for demographic events in Southern Sudan is very poor, data from this region are considered somewhat ____. 

(a) Rigid
(b) misleading

(c) suitable
(d) unreliable
8. Oppressive governments have ___ possibilities of receiving foreign aid from democratic governments.
(a) Minute
(b) greater
(c) unpredictable
(d) insignificant 

9. Persons who work in the public arena are expected to ___ the principles and values of service, transparency, accountability, and honesty. 
(a) Support
(b) perform
(c) uphold
(d) intricate 
10. An odometer is a ___ for measuring distance.
(a) Device
(b) application

(c) delusion

(d) computer 
Section 2
Sentence Structure 
This section tests your ability in how sentences in English language are normatively constructed. For these ten questions, you are allowed a total of 20 minutes to answer them. 
11. Scientific works prove to ___ a substantial bearing on human progress. 

(a) Has

(b) have
(c) are

(d) do 
12. Foreign aid is said to have recently ___ on many factors, such as management, human rights, and governance conditions of a receiving nation.
(a) Stayed
(b) proved
(c) depended
(d) dependent

13. __ for university’s admission can be a very daunting experience.

(a) Applying
(b) requesting
(c) celebrating
(d) asking
14. A new constitution of Warrap state is being debated ___ by a numerous state lawmakers.
(a) After
(b) into

(c) for

(d) upon 

15. Those who study things ___ knowledge while those who teach __ knowledge.
(a) Apply/imply
(b) impart/earn

(c) earn/impart

(d) instruct/produce

16. The Makol Ariik Foundation ___ post-graduate fellowships to South Sudanese students who have completed their undergraduate degrees with good academic standing. 
(a) Loans
(b) provides
(c) allows
(d) sponsors 

17. One of the prime reasons of going to graduate school is to ___ in a subject matter of interest. 
(a) Earn respect
(b) publish
(c) historicize

(d) specialize 
18. Ways of conducting Sudanese traditional marriages ___ substantially by tribes and regions. 
(a) Vary
(b) varies
(c) depend
(d) intrigue

19. Although Francis Mading Deng has earned a long standing respect in the realm of Sudanese scholarship, there are also other ___, young scholars, such as Jok Madut Jok, John A. Akech, etc.
(a) Emerging
(b) intriguing
(c) energetic
(d) interesting 
20. One of the widely known health conditions affecting southern Sudanese ___ trauma.

(a) Are

(b) were
(c) is

(d) was 
Section 3
Reading Comprehension

This section tests your ability to comprehend academic reading passages. You are expected to carefully, and thoroughly read this passage before you answer the questions that follow. The time allowed for this section is 40 minutes. 
Noise Pollution

1The word noise is derived from the Latin word nausea, meaning “seasickness.”  Noise is among the most pervasive pollutants today. Noise pollution can broadly be defined as unwanted or offensive sounds that unreasonably intrude into our daily activities. Noises from traffic, jet engines, barking dogs, garbage trucks, construction equipments, factories, lawn mowers, leaf blowers, televisions, home and car radios, to name a few, are among the audible litter that is routinely broadcast into the air.
2One measure of pollution is the danger it poses to health. Noise negatively affects human health and well-being. Problems related to noise include hearing loss, stress, high blood pressure, sleeplessness, fright, distraction, and lost productivity. Noise pollution also contributes to a general reduction in the quality of life and eliminates opportunities for tranquility. 


 3A number of factors contribute to problems of growing noise levels. One is increasing pollution, particularly when leads to increasing urbanization and urban consolidation, because activities associated with urban living generally lead to increased noise levels. Some people would add to this list a diminishing sense of civility and a growing disrespect for the rights of others. 

4We experience noise in a number of ways. On some occasions, we can be both the cause and the victim of noise, such as when we are operating noisy appliances or equipment. There are also instances when we experience noise generated by others, just as people experience secondhand smoke. In both instances, noise is equally damaging physically. Secondhand noise is generally more troubling, however, because it is put into the environment by others, without our consent. 


5The air into which secondhand noise is emitted and on which it travels is “a commons.” It belongs not to an individual person or a group, but to everyone. People, businesses, and organizations, therefore, do not have unlimited rights to broadcast noise as they please, as if the effects of noise were limited only to their private property. Those that disregard the obligation to not interfere with others’ use and enjoyment of the commons by producing noise pollution are, in many ways, acting like a bully in a school yard.  Although they may do so unknowingly, they disregard the rights of others and claim for themselves rights that are not theirs. 



6Noise pollution differs from other forms of pollution in a number of ways. Noise is transient; once the pollution stops, the environment is free of it. This is not the case with air pollution, for example. We can measure the amount of chemicals and other pollutants introduced into the air. Scientists can estimate how much material can be introduced into the air before harm is done. The same is true of water and soil pollution. Though we can measure individual sound sounds that may actually damage human hearing, it is difficult to monitor cumulative exposure to noise or to determine just how much noise is too much. The definition of noise pollution itself is highly subjective. To some people the roar of an engine is satisfying or thrilling; to others it is an annoyance. Loud music may be a pleasure or a torment, depending on the listener and the circumstances. 

7The actual loudness of a sound is only one component of the negative effect pollution has on human beings. Other factors that have to be considered are time and place, the duration, the source of the sound, and even the mood of the mood affected person. Most people would not be bothered by the sound of a 21-gun salute on a special occasion. On the other hand, the thump-thump of music coming from a neighbor next door at 2 A.M., even if barely audible, might be a major source of stress. The sound of a neighbor’s lawn mower may be unobjectionable on a summer afternoon, but if someone is hoping to sleep late on a Saturday morning, the sound of a lawn mower starting up just after sunrise is an irritant. 
21. The word routinely in the passage is closest in meaning to 
(a) Regularly
(b) Accidentally

(c) Recently
(d) Unfortunately
22. The phrase this list in the passage refers to a list of 

(a) Types of noise pollution


(b) Factors that explain why noise pollution is getting worse
(c) Activities that are associated with life in the city 
(d) Methods of transportation
23. In paragraph 4, the author implies that secondhand noise pollution 

(a) Is not as damaging physically as noise that one generates to oneself
(b) Damages a person’s health as much as secondhand smoke
(c) Makes people both the cause and the victim of noise pollution
(d) Is usually more annoying because it is out of one’s control
24. Which of the following is not an example of a commons as it is defined by the author in paragraph 5?
(a) A national park
(b) A factory
(c) The air over a city
(d) The water supply for a city
25. In paragraph 5, the author explains the concept of interfering with others’ use and enjoyment of a commons by
(a) Comparing it to another common negative experience
(b) Pointing out ways in which people, businesses, and organizations some-times interfere with the rights of others
(c) Explaining that sometimes this interference is intentional and sometimes unintentional
(d) Giving examples of various forms of commons and of ways people interfere with them
26. The word transient in the passage is closest in meaning to
(a) Irritating
(b) Persistent
(c) Temporary
(d) Immeasurable
27. Which of the following is NOT one of the components of the negative effects that noise pollution has on people?
(a) The volume of the sound
(b) The time when the sound is heard
(c) The sources of the sound
(d) The combination of one sound and another
28. The word thrilling in the passage is closest in meaning to
(a) Unusual
(b) Exciting
(c) Irritating
(d) Unexpected
29. In paragraph 7, the author mentions a 21-gun salute as an example of
(a) A particularly irritating form of noise pollution
(b) A type of noise pollution that can cause physical damage and fright 
(c) A loud noise that most people tolerate on special occasions
(d) A noise that is much more annoying than soft music
30. In paragraph 3, the author uses the word civility to imply
(a) Unruliness 
(b) Politeness
(c) Disrespectfulness
(d) Integrity

End of exam. Please continue to revise your answers if time still permits. 
